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Keeping The Heart In

Our Christmas Traditions
Kristin Tabb

made spritz cookies the otherday cooki es. 6 Not wanr

- those beautiful cookies that look mom alone in the kitchen with only
like Christmas trees and taste like t hat press, | 6d U
almonds and butter, sprinkledwith mom o6decor ated t N

cookies.

|l Ove decided t
serve to be abandoned.

Jesus Taught About Traditions

In Mark 7, the Pharisees and scribes
confronted Jesus because his disci-

colored sugar on top. For those of us
of Scandanavian or Germanic back-
ground these cookies have been a
holiday tradition for generations.
However, spritz cookies are also no-
toriously difficult to make. The butter
in the dough (and there is a lot of it)

hat

) pl es didndét wash
must be neither too warm nor too eating and didnbt
cold. The dough cannot be refriger- ¢  he e | -wiaghing, Mark F

ated, the oldfashioned metal press
is challenging to work, and the new
plastic press can (apparently) break if

explains, was only one of many tradi
tions that the Jewish elders estab-
lished- above and

d with dough that
Sed W GO ™A A\ Now, | doub theyopdthe Qld o ¢
is too cold, or if the O | d Tesiament t
ress dial e %%%{ elament {24 14 r
P _ Ch? P&t hdd anmhlntatlmntoarpm—
the_ correct Q|rectlon par with Scri tyD(It/IatkI’/ 154)
whlle_ pressing the er , how we sﬂsr 691 ?n&r
cookies. own meande tr
Why do | keep mak- € an hetl p us drd
i - or no our ¢
ing these cookies? far from Gp(ﬁoahesl’ Oﬁypus

thought to myself,
after purchasing a

new plastic press. | realized the an- ple honors me with their I|ps but_

swer was decepti VgdiHKearbid t RdmEne: in vélnodﬁ
family tradition. Year after year, my they worship me, teaching as doc-
mother made these difficult, deI|C|oust rines the commant

delicacies at Christmas. Every. Sin-  (ark 7:637). Their traditions did not
gle. Year. My usually patient and honor God at all because their
gentle mother would mutter some- 1,51t were far from him.

Lh(;?zti?gut;r;?tals Illr);sp;essgzgf 't(he What does God want from us this
y P 9 Christmas? Our hearts. Because, as

sheet in an effort to get the tosoft L .
. N Jesus goes on to explain, it is not dirt
dough to stick to the pan, then jimmy . .
entermg our bodies that makes us

m a shypocrites, as it is
written,
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the cookies off the press with a knife. . )
spiritually uncl 4

My brothers and | would vacate the .o mes out of a person is what defiles
kitchen and quickly occupy ourselves , i 1 6 Traditi ons

because omomdés making the spritz

an, but 1t I
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Comes To Stay...

, , , From The Pastor 2
John Wilson, Moderator - General Presbyterian Church Of Australia
Session News 3
Everywhere around us, in shoppingcen-he di dndt even wal Raddeys t he r oa
tres, on city streets and lavishly decorateduilt. The King came and stayed a while gcmbfr Financial
private homes, it 06 sandiNenmbosastsafkttotal.y Chr ] o
mas. | tds a season |Wakprdachind evahdelfstic nbs8afed %h“f‘th Galendars for 4-5
our routine, sounds of summer sport, an openair crusade in Kabwe, Zambia. ecember & January
family meals and holidays. There was great commotion this after- Before the Throne of 6
. . . . . . God Above
When Christmas fatigue sets imremem- noon: wailing of sirens, cheering crowds
ber the King. When we begin to slip too and hustle. Something was in the air. | Bﬂﬂ'é‘ﬁf.ﬁmﬁmh: 6
easily into thinkd e uiltdhdtGrcommeemdg al@Zywinn t he mi
remember the King who came to stay. all. The city of Kabwe had a visitor, ex ——
Mission News 7

During this last month have we ever spo- President George W Bush had come to

ken so much about American politics?
Whether Presider¢lect Trump will mak

good on any of his promises remains to We, the CCAP mission team were, and

be seen. We certainly pray that he will

good, and not harm. But | reflect a mo-

ment on how certain pasPresidents do
good in the world.

| stayed in a remote village called Neno

(a tortuous 2% hrs drive from Blantyre

Malawi), working at a Presbyterian girls

school on behalf of the PCA. Former

President Clinton had visited the month
prior to my arrival, assisting with funding
for much-needed road construction and

the dedication of Neno Hospital exten-

sion. The buoyancy he caused was pal-

pable. The Presid
brought honour to Neno, fought off fi-
nancial struggles (at least temporarily)
and gave hope to all villagers. Even
though he
and that he arrived via helicopter and
stayed for a whol

hAnllustrgfion 3 | t B c e
Of Repentance

- Benjamin Shaw

town to dedicate
e a site just a few urban plots from where

dowhere | was trying to preach. It was the Whatls Grace? 10

talk of town as well as in the hotel where_2Y2" Chapel
we stayed that ni gffewnoineigaein B, es
ur Christmas Tradi-

to the village brought honour to Kabwe tions
fought off financial struggles for the cen- - Kristin Tabb
tre (at least temporarily) and gave hope
to all Even though as
exPresident and that he arrived via a T i‘—lel S%°MO |\f T
massive Boeing called Air Force One HIGHLIGHTS
that | found parked on the tarmac back § Monday 5th 7.30pm
in Lusaka and stayed for about a day! Session (Elders
The King came and stayed a while and 1 Sunday 11th 9.30am
Kabwe boasts of it today 300, years after Lor dés Supper
e Fhristgthe \phrlgtlgntchchQ;es in Alexany, iuqd 11 5 Opm Evening
dria were staggering in the wake of scan- Sﬁ!‘r’e A Supper ed by
dalous fallout. One of the elders was '

. L . -1, Monday 12th 7.30pm
preaching a belittling view of Jesus Chridt Board of Management

w a s -Prasidéno r28dj 9§tHng yn@eg his gkin, one of the Sunday 18th 8.00pm Blue

young men of the church was rebutting
Y e s Confinyef oq RAG § ¢

Lake Carols @ The Raillands

e NiPg yr 1 Saturdgy24th 7.30pm Car-

at Allison St.
7.30pm Christmas Eve

Of ferinBr éoAid
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- Service of Readings and Carols
9.30am CHRISTMAS DAY 25th

Nelson:; 9.30am (Vic. Time) CHRISTMAS DAY

ols and Readings

1 Sunday 25th 9.30am
Christmas Day Worship

1 Sunday 8th Jan 9.30am
Lordds Supper

1 Sunday 11th Jan 5.30pm
Evening Fellowship, followed
by shared supper.
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_ continued from page 12
Keeping The Heart In Our Christmas Traditions 0] help our hea
I hose of you who drive a lot going and . Oﬁer%d:ge[r)sr?;t?ons o _ _ draw near to
probably know the feeling instead of [ , 9 . heart that is dirty, or far from stress and decrease holinessin G g ¢ ’ they are a

when youdre on EUEER S22 000 God. our family, or does it increase tioning rightl
and, for one reason or another, REERRER ST 258 Now, | doubt many of us would our joy in God and the rela- our traditions
you realise your fuel Warning ||ght Deficit: ($5,05013) say our year’ly Christmas traditions t|0nSh|pS we have with those h earts f rom . t h
is on. Maybe your car can even YEAR TO DATE are on par with Scripture. Howev- ~ around us? IP r? S € c ﬁ I G_ﬁ dh? ﬁq{
helpfully tell you that the number Offerings & Donations er, how we approach our own 9 Does this tradition turn our i ? i s { IS me et g
of kilometers left in the tank is a ot Budget YTD: $196,328.00 man-made traditions can help us  hearts in thanksgiving to the and perhaps t
few less than the number of kilo- S YTD-' $17£9 45i e gauge whether or not our hearts God who made us and gave us

meters to the next town. ark, Rachel and Emerson ecelved YL S are near or far from God this all things through Christ? . ,

. Lewis should arrive some- Surplus/Deficit:($16,876.62) Christmas . . singing Christmas hymns (our fa-
Thereods a sense AdeaBind ey y&ae ! ebrla- o ﬂDoesth|strad|t|onhglpusto vorite being 0Joy
tion and relief when you finally Check out When our traditions help our spread the love and joy of Last year, we added two new tra-
make it to that next petrol station. That feels very good to type. eCK ou O.ur hearts to draw near to the living Christ and the gospel to fellow  ji:o o a Christmas cookie open
Some years life feels like fuel There isndt rea | ychudrely Webgta rtilng Qo:i thgy art;atool fun((:jt.lc.)nmg belleveNrs and to neighbors who | \ce tor our ngighbors and
warning light is flashing a lot pointdo to his work here |[|Jike a sp rigntly. But when our traditions donot “yet know hgnlan[nables frts'to plaéls odfif t

: - - mgpc.org.au distract our hearts from the t it d

sooner than others cial service or anything like that. gp our hearts from the true could it’ person to friends

' In the expectation that Mark will for reqular postinas of the purpose of Christmas adoring ¢ po my famil yds | j - -
The end of the year nears and youpe appointed beyond 2017, at Sg q § b ”g. Christ the Lord- thenitistime to ditions allow me time for Zerv— S0, R’;’H%He 'S %&UH héaft this Chfst
feel like youdr ahatiifidiibie Wdlid Beth senitdle s Suncay buletins reevaluate and perhaps to repent. — ing and bringing joy to those in - o ol 15 e measure of
and momentum. of ordination and setting apart. and our rgggt]h;iig‘ne‘é“'e“er Evaluating Our Traditions the church or neighborhood Zgzrtjhoaﬁ Ic?ele(ka)rgl[less thci)s :)ilrfhiel?
Butwhenyou arrive atthedesti- 5o { heysl | arrilVe, unpack get So, if our primary goal at Christ- who are hurting, suffering loss, may be time to abandon an old
nation you forget how much fuel oinag. B Febr uaa we@edulbrly mas time is to worship Christ from  or lonely during this season? "

- g g y sdfwhy eBullrl _ - tradition, or add a new one that
was left in the tank when you got some i dea what Wwd & irte Gdroyi N bl og: a pure heart, which traditions de- These questions helped our family will help spread your love for and
there. So, farewell 2016, and hel- _ . N Ty serve to be kept or started? And have meaningful Christmases dur-;ny i i
lo 2017 Given that heds| bG&¥NVAICHMNE |y dp ®land ) ! 9 > joy in the Greatest Gift.

Y - training for six years or so | think it which deserve to be trashed? ing two years of transition. One SE—
. . ~ y . N . « ~ ’ o & 4 ? .
2016 has been a satisfyingyear mpar k611 be morelt han Praydosally t o |get Each family will need to determiney ear we di dndt haj rgi
in so many ways. busy. English as a what works best. Some complicat- to exchange because we were
2016 has been a drainina vear in N _ .| Secand L inistr ed or time-consuming traditions  living out of suitcases preparing to
S0 many ways. 9y What 16d like 1is 1%61% _Plz_?ggnﬂ%gfﬁndiyx be may be worth keeping, if they in- live overseas for a season. The
And 1 K o tlrgle and our expectation that during school term. crease our joy in Christandhelp next Chri st mas, co-
n f nd?]w It 6s thhegyr5 i rbiel agre tftgdrn g Q— our us spread that joy to others. Per- rate the house or even make
many of you. God has shown His  town and seeking to form the re- _ haps other traditions that we take cookies, since we moved ten days
presence in so many ways. llationships tha hii nk for granted serve more as distrac- before Christmas. | :
I 8m not goi ng t dngabQylinGveryday Church.; 4 ¢ tions. Here are the kinds of ques- During these years, the traditions Kristin Tabhi q ith
all the satisfying things, asiflife 1t i sndt the progrm vt tions regarding our traditions that that mattered really stood out: our hrlsr:n ba dl\ga$ an Zetrr\]/e_s m
has no problems (like those end that are produced that are the can help us to evaluate our hearts weekly worship with our church refrld us 'anth _rll_ar_1 ag_t_ elr h ree
of year letters that come tuckedinsi gn of a heal thy i-m 0s| go this Christmas. family, our celebration of Jesus chiicren in the 1win *-Ities, where
Christmas cards) relationshios _ . ’ i ) her husband teaches at Bethle-
: ps. | an & Heather!| To. 1 Does this tradition help us to thro_ugh reading Scripture and hem College and Seminary.
And 10611 spar e YSotnose ofiyou who aetnotavay| ¢ h a doatact details value Jesus as the Greatest Giftsetting up a small Jesse tree, and
lenging circumstances that can  during January: get started on ever given, or does it turn our ]
give the appearance of fishing for those relationships. lan: hearts toward seeking lesser
sympathy. et 'I\E/I: 0401 36‘}52763 ' gifts at the expense of celebrat-
. . . . : lan.touze gmail.com i i )
Nor will I indulge in trying to total ank you all for your fellow- ing the (_3"’6“_ _ Too 5'00/5'0 ;{om/ﬁ;e Wm/{ﬁ;ﬂf Ye 7406 s one qha/0h/7 Gon
up one and the other to trv and e ) Heather: 1 Does this tradition cause us to
p ol )y ship, friendship and encour- _ A
see if the end of year situation agement. It means the world to M: 0414 567 927 s_pend an inordinate amount of — JOHN 3:16 (N[V)
represents some form of emotion- e A plessed Christmas to you E: hmtouzel@gmail.com time, energy, or money on our-
al win or loss. all. and | look forward to continu- Address after August 1st: Se|VeS, angrlln dglng SO deplete ourdailybread.org/FGSL
- . ! . - - . t
So, next time you ask how | am  ing our lives together next year. |4 Avoca Ct OUT Joy In fhrist: [ . &
y g g y West Wodonga Vic 3690 1 Does this tradition increase - -




10 conneXions ConneX/ons 3

e eaom peoe” . appointment. We look forward to i ;
Session News Financial Update &

i the arrival of Mark, Rachel and
An lllustration of Repentance Board Report

Another busy and eventful year Emmerson in the New Year as

The sin has been admitted. The  So if you have prayed for repent- Benjamin Shaw is Associate Pro- has almost gone and we can look they join us in ministry together. | October 2016
slips and falls have gotten fewer. ance for some particular sin, and fessor of Hebrew and Old Testa- back on it with thankfulness to e reflect also on the great step$| n ¢ o me : $18, 596 .
But there seems to be little pro-  there has been no instantaneous Ment at Greenville Presbyterian God for His faithfulness to us. forward that have been takenin | | n ¢ | u des

gress. We seem to be dead in the change, keep praying. God has ~ Theological Seminary. As we reflect on the year almost ©Ur Partnership with our brothers| Of f er i ngs $17.259
water. At that point, we are in the promised to work, and He will. ~ Source: gone we are min (‘%?]d &lﬁ;tgrs?atlegla‘lslqjsﬁ%formed (bu q $e3t’ A 5$14' 9476 Zp eor 0
turn. Speed will pick up. Godli-  And you will be glad in the end  http://www.ligonier.org/blog/illust providence. The door closed on urch in Zimbabwe and the Ot her J receipts$0. 00
ness will grow. But it will do so  that He did it slowly anctarefully. ration-repentance/ 11 years of faithful and fruitful Evangelical Presbyterian Church Cosupport $500. 0
slowly, as God patiently works ministry by lan and Heather Tou- of East Timor. We have experi- | | % " " "G'e ') Acc &$ @/ 16
with us. zel when they retired back in April enced an enormous privilege in | | v est ment i n t$e2r9e SAt7

and we wondered how we could supporting Highfields withmuch || hve st ment DI /DI O B
possibly carry on the amount of needed financial assistance and

Wh | ) Ultimately, grace is God provid- work they were doing after they € church in East Timor with the Expenditure:$14,233.
at Is Grace” ing for people who cannot pro- : supply of a computer and printer| F I nance.
ide for th | left. But praise be to God, the & Admi ni st.ra$boBm?24.
Bryan Chapell vide for themselves. transition was quite smooth and A N dt aj _ W§016r't? f 'Ithe thePld 259 .d6s ‘good-
N . . . most of the work that was being N€SS 10 US during iswith 1Advertising 64.82
an is ultllrlnately going to crush the Bryan Chapelis the senior pastor done by them has carried on and anticipation and expectationthat| Comp ut er Sof t w&r8e 95
serpent,” then everything else is a of Grace Presbyterian Church continues to bear fruit we look forward to even greater | F e e s 207. 01
redemptive message: God unfold- (PCA) in Peoria, lllinois. He is also ) things in 2017 as we embarkon |[L . B. Pi tt 822.00
ing his grace for humanity the host of a daily halhour radio And then of course, we were another year of ministrytoand |Pfinting & Sta40o0d®
throughout the Scriptures. And  Bible teaching program, Unlim- faced with the task of findinga . " = 7 Rep. & -mlainst.3, 588. ¢
what 6s happeni ngtediGmeenaadthe folindea ang replacement for lan, and to say d lik hank Tel ephone 242.85
this kind of direct statement of,  chairman of Unlimited Grace Me- this has gone smoothly would be W€ ;:VO.U ke to thank everyone| Tr avel expens@25. 00
A Narrow Definition of Grace " Her eds my par d dia (uflimiredgpaae.com). Bryan , " an understateme rﬁoft-“ﬂr %’Bpﬁ” af‘doesc%ﬁﬂeﬁ Mi ssion
- L " ~ : : : providence we have been amazedMentduring the year. Youall | g mj nj st ry $8,7009.
When | think of the definition"by o 1 Her eds t he pevioastyisemvgd asthespeesidgre ) ke th K of t th
grace," | dondt ofwy®antotcame.l Raihek, wipataf Covenant Theological Semi- at how smooth_ly th'.s has gone g::cg Suiﬁ,”grjo? ;nﬁgfkrzo'ﬂ or:Z :3|n E : ,u S Z ;5 : Trai n3Hg53
what | think we often use as ru-  God is doing is he is showing nary in St. Louis, Missouri, and is with Mark Lewis being appointed and all. We pray.that ourlordwilCare ministries7. 27
brics or quick statements of what consistently how he provides for the author of a number of books, to us in 2017. And in thanking bless you richly over the Christ- | Mi S s i on's 1.000. C
graceis-i t 8s par do n peoplewha cannai praviderfor  including the soon to be released God for His faithfulness to us, we mas season and into the New | Yout h Ministry80.40
ited favor. But the difficulty is if we themselves. Unlimited Grace: The Heart also thank Gary and our friends Year Ot her 400.00
start looking foramessageof |t 6s t hat seed rbeamistyghatFeees frgn Sinard n Sueensland for the hard yards AlamEOK Pastoerispends/6co%a2s. (
pardon or unmerited favor that is planted and then begins to Fuels the Christian Life. that were put in to secure 156%Pp. /Deficit 40868cHtl

throughout the Scriptures, then  flourish throughout the Old Testa-
wedre going to mmanrtdandowmds  fulmahifesy

Board Of Management Update YTD surpl us/ defli2cdi.t3

2016 budget (ddf i0a&irt

Pauline passages oranexample f | ower i n Jesus C = Board of Management are in con- taken and subject to a choice of Bequests & Proper
of Jesus dyingonthecrossand | ooki ng for when {Q)) sultation with the Lewises and the carpet it is planned that work will| 5 o ¢ @ pts:

say, "There is unmerited favor,”  for grace is how God is providing S Church Office in Queensland be done before Christmas. lnterest 29 47
and then we get to lots of other  for people who cannot provide for @ about removal plans. Recently Mr Wayne Knapp, Safefyoi vi dend i ncomBé&6. 57
portions of Scr ithehselves Scawheh Gaddsdiv-e TR L TAELR D oA R Local firm Duells have provided a Administration Officer fromthe (payment s :

not exactly sur dngfuddaotthe huadyl vhenlh®i® k great quote. QLD Church, inspected our proptfex pens e s 60. 70
ing for. giving rest to the weary, strength e vz After some toing and froing we  erty and indicated hiswarmap- | | hcome Year $t20 , B&t6e

A Redemptive Message to the weak, victory to those who

C _ finally found a painter who was  proval for safety standards here.
If we really believe the messageofSs houl dndt have vi

prepared to come and paint the  Acting on a suggestion by Wayne

grace is unfolding throughout the don to those who are sinful, faith- inside of the manse. Walls and  a book has been placed in the Direct Giviing
scriptures from Genesis 3:15 for- fulness to the unfaithfdl all of SR NG SR ceilings are being done and foyer that you can write any I f you wish to giVve
ward when God sdih®,se" 1agm® dgeiadmgs b should be just about finished as  maintenance or safety items that|{i N9 from your bank a
to put enmity, |9®GH isgmdisplay and ynfoldingt . you read this. need attention that you observe a{ ha A h,Gtacsoehur
this conflict between the seed of ~€ver more fully throughout the ~ Source: Measurements for new carpets ~MGPC. The book will referenced Bank: Gommonwealth Hank
the woman and the seed of the  Bible until it culminates in Jesus  https://www.crossway.org/blog/2 throughout the house have been each Board meeting. Branch: Mount Gambi ¢gr
serpent, and the seed of the wom- Christ. 016/10/what -is-grace/ Mount cambler Presbyter
Accbunt no: 00900574
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82828 & B & o b z = An lllustration of Repentance
SE58 3 2= 2
2383 3 23 o = 0 Benjamin Shaw
15 g s o > c| I e o
° : Z 2o 5 = o have a sense of what repentance itself is immense, taking him quite
= 3 2 J %2) look like when God is working re-  a distance from his intended
3 i -
X ng, % e 8 %’ p pentance inus. course. Then again it also takes a
g 8 = ki "n(Q Perhaps an illustration will help. large amount of time to get up to
N 2 < 2 @l B 3N O j% Q Imagine repentance as a man full speed in the newdirection.
D W . . . . .
o L= = walking in one direction who sud- Now apply the images to repent-
g3 a an Z ) Westminster Shorter Cat denly realizes that he is walking in ance. Some sins are small and
? = O T U I ||eh_ eshmlns er ”or te(; fa " the opposite direction from which  easy. We stop and walk the other
a2 . 2 % — . .t.ec |?m astan excelient det- he should be walking. He stops. way. Some sins, like the bicycle,
% § @) CD |tn|_|on ° rep8en7a.nce n gues— He turns around. Then htf be?ins are a little more
2 g L < ' on wh Ob epen RNQIIJﬂnﬁ iR thé'ndvb directioh. It i€ a 'wdrk in the believer, He takes a
N N N = iesra\gggo?‘r:(t:ﬁjews:rzge%?h?sn- quick and simple process. He real- little time to bring the believer to
D = w ! : izes. He stops. He turns. But imag- an awareness that his course is
sin, and apprehension of the P g
’ . : ine someone on a bicycle realizing actually a sinful one. Then there is
— mercy of God in Christ, doth, . . yclere 9 y .
- ith arief and hatred of his si he is going the wrong direction. In  the process of coming to a stop,
m ;N' fgrle f'f:n i aéedo 'tIthSIIT’ one sense, it is still obvious. He the process of the turn itself, and
urn from 'f ung Od Wi uf stops. He turns around. He begins the process of getting up to speed
O |tourpose ok,)an de.n eavour at- bicycling in the new direction. But it in faithfulness. But some sins are
I ernewobedl e .n _C e.. ° isa longer process. He has to enormous. We may not be aware
OB o N Se% B NI - In the heat of the Christian life,  ¢ome to a stop. Depending on his  that they really are sins. Or they
1 =t =y =y J however, that definition may speed, that may take some time.  may be so deeply ingrained in us
= = 5232 5232 s O seem more theoretical than The turning around also takes that we are not willing, at first, to
B B Bg¢g Bg¢g M T practical, not particularly helpful  |onger. And it takes longer to get  recognize them as sins. God works
o] o] TS 3 2o a O when seeking to live a life of up to full speed in the new direc-  patiently with us, carefully slowing
3 3 2 8 2 8 O repentance (See the first of Mar- o The process is the same fora us down, as the captain does with
2 2 7 7 ™~ tin Lutherds 95 nIfifashk ButitMeLidhger  the ship, so that He can bring us
N N @ - @ ©| @@ =& ~ our Lord and Master Jesus __ than for the man on the bike, and  through the turn and into the new
e [ o Shod M Christ saiMd&l7)p R & Rebute gbing somewhat out direction, where He can bring us
2353 Z He willed the entire life of be- up to full speed.
"0f0 E' O lievers to be one of repentance.) The -$68&r c oThere are two things that | find
s £ C > we recog_jrr;:z?.tha‘:‘reper?;tapce s 0 me mor at i on heépful adout this illustration. First
> o ~J Zgéa(lztei at S, 1 Itsha gitt from thesr Ni-Revg Thseefactthat God does not work
s ¢ : 0d. 11 1S not something we seiss sei zing @obhldcdinQsitintaneously,
s 5 work up for ourselves. It is not tenti1 on, and ' b tirfle _SE A lareness of
= N 28 55 56¢°| o BN D turning over a new leaf. Itis a any other S_ubjSIél dtqegé' § cplg??r_ne
238 8 wg 38 ug M turning away from sin and a cation is in t9h® e Snagon 1on
32T 535 : . gradually. God brings us; as it
35 o TR oD
a3 3 3 3 3 33 n O turning to God that is fueled, as were, to a full stop slowly and
x5 B = 0 oS 27 %Y M it were, by the Spiritof God at ¢ hjs way before he gets back on : i
I35< 2 S og T -t K withi > way g : carefully. So there are going to be
STv> @ -5 0 work withinus. the right track. The process is the  many slips and falls on the way to
- NOQ [%)] (o) wn . . y p y
3 = 3 € We all recognize that the first same for a man in a speed boat.  that stopping point. The second
e S =z2 o o t of " . v th pping p
S < pT < act ot repentance Is only the He has to slow down, enter the thing has to do with the turning
2 o NN p = -® w % beginning. We recognize that turn, and come back. But the time itself. In the image of the ship turn-
e o sins must be mortified. We rec-  and distance required to do sois  ing, there is a long time when the
5 > N N ognize that there is the problem  much longer than what was re- ship is neither on the old course,
gé-.g 2 > O of indwelling sin in the life of quired for the man walking. Now  nor on the new course but, as it
= = — P the believer. But I suspect that  imagine that the man is piloting a  were, dead in the water. So it may
o - O\ we dond6t often aipértanken. It takePhfmiilesto  well be in the life of the Christian.
0 - ance to these things. In part, slow the ship down enough to even
& this may be because we do not

I I

begin to make the turn. The turn

confinued on page 8
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8 ConneXions

confinued from page 1

When The King Comes To Stay...

| speak of Arius who was gaining mankind is beaten off, and the  fearofdeath 6 ( Hebr ews
the popular voice with his dimin-  corruption of death is finished. Hear this word from the Lord, es-
ished view of Jesus as a created The human race would have gone pecially if you are troubled by fear
being and a young defender of  to ruin, if the Lord and Saviour of & jesus has come to share in your
the faith: Athanasius. With unusu- all, the Son of God, had not humanity €é so
al maturity, the 25year old Atha-  come among us to meet the end  |iperty from fear.

nasius wrote a masterpiece called of death.

60n the | ncar na twhénm kifgisettlesirta cit/af it d Qeation. Athanasius reminds us

which remains s Qs aftatkedsb thelehemy, heiC‘tf‘r'étﬁat it is the same agent who cre-
well worth a read today. '

_ _ tainly doesndot mRPiheS6rb asithk one Wh ¢
Brave and faithful Athanasius an- avenges and reclaims it, forthe  ~5me into the world. Creation

swers the quest isakeofldisvrahordw. Howh € 514 salvation are inextricably
true meaning of midhmoredidBadrefuse to let linked, as the Father has em-
Wel | , of cour s e markiad, ldsihahdiviotk, gpth r asfo§ed the same Agent for both
the question that way, he actually corruption. At the core of the works.

asked: O0OWhy t he Christmasistonais theadea?obin- We belong to a great family of
And, in his answer, he says: Re- carnation. Incarnation literally churches. On 25 December over
member the King who came to means Ot akin g ory Oquesebﬁte ish cdhdtedations
stay. | _ o owhen we use it 3RAOIeai§ Withe celthfal " ©
Picture the incarnation of Christ, speaking about the most scandal- ing this theme. Imagine, in a few
At hanasi us says ousardwpngderfyl evensofalli ke oi@time IE each PCA congre-
great king entering a city and history: God becoming aman. o i Iikély to welcome just 5

the power of deathd that is the
devil 8 and free those who all their
lives were held in slavery by their

The King has come to his own

s_tay_ing in one (_)fthe houses. The oWhy t he | noc avriPdt Po$.? that ds
city is held in high regard by oth- O And, in hi gorsbearisgabeut God who
ers, and its enemies no longer At nas i Uusmesaa yoak on human nature

h a
attack, all becaupemembtelre tkh & 98 ds ang ourwdv&ion.
ca

residence in a single house. So it me toO §pén@aymoment in prayed right

IS W'th_ King Jesus. _ When J born he | 4 ow, as you read thi$ for Aussie
Inexplicably God desires to be €n Jesus was born he feamed o, 1 \vho need to hear and need

With_ th_e people he createq. In_the :O wallg 6;15 a Ilittleéa?y, hﬁ Ieir_nedd to believe in the Saviour who has
beglnnlng God walked daily Wlth 0 read, he played tag, he skinned ., .. Pray for your neighbour.
our first parents Adam and Eve in his knees, he had his favorite :

L on his birthday. he built hi Pray for your unsaved family
the garden. The fall changed that ;‘ne?t Obf? IS dlr ayl, € (;J't 'S member who might be moved this
when Adam and Eve decided they JII‘S ah © and wfaﬁ_p eﬁselz ohsede Christmas to come and hear the
dlq not want to have anything to JOS€ph proud of him, he laughe message your pastor brings. Pray
with God. deep and hard, he wept at the
But God did not give up. In faith- 9rave of his friend. These things
fulness, he appeared often and  NOW become a way we can relate

ministered to Abraham, Moses 10 God: All of h“mat”t "f(e; cen . PCA that we might be spiritually
and David (to name just a few). ~ ONC€ again Connect1o 00, e~ 0 n0\veq and refreshed in the

He spoke frequently with mankind Cause he has connected himself - ¢ 54,
through the voice of prophets. irrevocably to human life. He has

Finally, Jesus came. God in the taken humanity on himseif and

flesh. God on earth. God walking transfor.med it-_ _ |

among the very people who kept God affirms this is Scripture when
turning on him. He came toour N € S 8igce the children have
world, and made his home in one flesh and blood, he too shared in
body among his fellow people. As their humanity so that by his death
a consequence, the enemy of he might destroy him who holds

for your pastor that he will be in-
spired, strengthened and empow-
ered by the Spirit. Pray for the

The Christmas message reminds
us that God desires to be with us
because he made us. He became
man for us and for our salvation.
The immortal became mortal to
raise us mortals to immortality.

| commend to you the reading of
Hebrews 2:144 18.
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conneXions

Book of the Month

What Grieving People

Wish You Knew

about What Really Helps
(and What Really Hurts)

| Nancy Guthrie

WHAT GRI
G RIEV NG
VING PEOpy

When someone we love is grieving,
we want to be there. But it's easy to
feel paralyzed, worried that we might
say or do the wrong thing. Nancy

helpful tips from real grieving people
who have been helped (and hurt) by
friends who meant well, equipping
readers to come alongside and com-
fort loved ones who are hurting.

OMost of wus struggl e
and how to help when interacting with

a person who is grieving. This wonder-

ful book will help you be more com-

fortable ministering after a death be-
cause youodll better
your family member or friend needs

ConneX/ons

Guthrie has personal experience
dealing with pain and knows what

words of encouragement are helpful and what words

most. | read this book on an airplane,
headed for a funeral. | learned helpful things that |
was able to

are harmful. Drawing from her own life experiences

including the loss of two young childre@uthrie has

Steve Grissom, Founder, GriefShare

written this helpful resource for Christians who want téwvailable from www.koorong.com for $16.99 plus
be better friends to those who are suffering. Practicalp+p.
and downto-earth, this book includes examples and

Margaret Ware, Jeff and Jill Dix-
on, Muriel Clark, vy Fox, Stepha-
nie Fox, Nancy Bonney

Continue to uphold our

church mission partners:

1 Para Hills Presbyterian Church
(Pastor Damien & Kelly Car-
son.)

9 School Christian Pastoral Sup-
port Workers in the Mount
Gambier region.

1 APWM national office: Kevin
Murray (National Director).

T6MO6 serving in

1 David & Gae McDonald, Flynn
Patrol, PIM; transitioning to
NSW.

1 Evangelical Presbyterian
Church of Timor Leste: Samaria
congregation.

1 Highfield Reformed Church,
Harare, Zambabwe.

Before the Throne of God Above

Also intercede for:

1 The salvation of many people
in Mount Gambier, including
unsaved family members,
friends and work colleagues.

1 Mark, Rachel & Emerson Lewis
as they farewell friends and
family and move to Mount
Gambier

1 The Conversational English as
a Second Language ministry.

Come and pray for the
honouring of God's name and
the salvation of people in Mount
Gambier...

Weekly
Church Prayer Meeting

7.30 every Wednesday
also during

Evening Fellowship
5.30pm every Sunday

1 Commonwealth government: Pray for MGP
Prime Minister Malcolm Turn- )
bull; Leader of the Opposition: English As A

Bill Shorten. Second Language Ministry

1 City of Mount Gambier (Mayor
Andrew Lee); District Council of
Grant (Mayor Richard Sage).

9 Defence and police forces.

10am - 12.15pm every Friday
during school term.

\
0082

1 Converge International chap-
lain Fran Mulraney

1 Jubilee Christian Center (Errol
& Gwen Carson; Mark & Tara
Hann)

use i mmedi at e

Report From Highfields,
Zimbabwe

From Pastor Isaac Pandasvika:
Dear Friends, at Mount Gambier Presbyterian
Greetings From Harare

local | national | international

were effected. The topic was so interesting noting

This short narrative is to share with you some of thethat Martin Luther nailed ninetfive thesis on the
events which have recently taken place in Highfield church door at Wittenberg in Germany. His teach-
We are nearing the end of 2016 and we are trying ings were embraced by other reformers like Zwingli,
our best to keep to the church calendar so that we Jonh Calvin and many others. We realized our sys-

dondt skip any of the
marked for spiritual nourishment of believers. This

mian af Preslyterian chuich goyvernpngs i Refers
mation based. The topic was interesting but also

earl

previous Sunday, 30 October 2016, we commemo- challenging us to continue with Reforms. We realized
rated Reformation Day. The function was hosted at We still need to reform in so many areas of our lives.

Presbytery level. Five congregations within our are
came together to celebrate Reformation Day. The
event was carried out at a place called Budiriro.
Over 800 people from different locations came for
the event.

First on the program was a Reformation topic titled
60 Ref ormation, Then And

alhe church should expand in areas of evangelism
then social, political and economic justice.

Lastly was the scripture reading from 2 Corinthians
4:16-18. Paul reflected on the hardships which he
faced and also explained how he was equally re-
formed and refined by these hardships. The theme

fNonwot herhme 95 e nwWas - nad TRY

ed how the Reformation started and the reforms thadt ROM  WI T HI No6

VENUE : RCZ BUDIRIROIC
. DATEMSUNDAY 30 OCTOBER 201

. TIME SOOI ORrSA 3:00hrs

T

-
¥
‘ : b
< 3N}

As a congregation we are
- working very hard to survive
the drought coupled with wa-
ter and food shortages. The
water levels in most of the ma-
cworcH jor dams are on critical level.
The economy continues to go
down with most people be-
coming economic refugees as
they flock to neighbouring
500 South Africa in search of em-
ployment.

May The Lord Be with you all.
Isaac Pandasvika /
Highfield congregation

2016
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DM WITHIN

Scott & Rachael Litchfield,
Interserve Australia

Scott and Rachael Litchfield were at a number of
meetings from November 29, with Scott preach-
ing on Sunday, November 27.

Scott and Rachael have been involved in cress
cultural ministry for over 25 years in Australia, Tha
land and Cambodia. Their two sons, Tennyson an
Elliot, are at University in Adelaide after having
grown up in Thailand and Cambodia. They now

serve together within the Interserve Australia Natioﬁ'-d '

Oworld is increas-

al Office as Personnel Directors. In this role they

lead the Personnel Team to support existing Inter-
serve Partners and On Trac
invest in the next generation of mission workers as

they engage in
life and ministry
across cultures at
ja time when our
ingly complex
and interconnect-
o]




