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I  made spritz cookies the other day 
- those beautiful cookies that look 

like Christmas trees and taste like 
almonds and butter, sprinkled with 
colored sugar on top. For those of us 
of Scandanavian or Germanic back-
ground these cookies have been a 
holiday tradition for generations. 

However, spritz cookies are also no-
toriously difficult to make. The butter 
in the dough (and there is a lot of it) 
must be neither too warm nor too 
cold. The dough cannot be refriger-
ated, the old-fashioned metal press 
is challenging to work, and the new 
plastic press can (apparently) break if 
used with dough that 
is too cold, or if the 
press dial isnõt turned 
the correct direction 
while pressing the 
cookies. 

Why do I keep mak-
ing these cookies? I 
thought to myself, 
after purchasing a 
new plastic press. I realized the an-
swer was deceptively simple: Itõs a 
family tradition. Year after year, my 
mother made these difficult, delicious 
delicacies at Christmas. Every. Sin-
gle. Year. My usually patient and 
gentle mother would mutter some-
thing about that silly press, whack 
her sturdy metal press against the 
sheet in an effort to get the too-soft 
dough to stick to the pan, then jimmy 
the cookies off the press with a knife. 

My brothers and I would vacate the 
kitchen and quickly occupy ourselves 
because òmomõs making the spritz 

cookies.ó Not wanting to leave my 
mom alone in the kitchen with only 
that press, Iõd usually return to help 
mom òdecorateó those ridiculous 
cookies. 

Iõve decided that some traditions de-
serve to be abandoned. 

Jesus Taught About Traditions 

In Mark 7, the Pharisees and scribes 
confronted Jesus because his disci-
ples didnõt wash their hands before 
eating and didnõt keep òthe tradition 
of the elders.ó Hand-washing, Mark 
explains, was only one of many tradi-
tions that the Jewish elders estab-

lished - above and 
beyond the Old 
Testament law - to 
maintain ritual puri-
ty (Mark 7:3ð4). 

Jesus had sharp 
words for them: 
òWell did Isaiah 
prophesy of you 
hypocrites, as it is 
written, ôThis peo-

ple honors me with their lips, but 
their heart is far from me; in vain do 
they worship me, teaching as doc-
trines the commandments of menõó 
(Mark 7:6ð7). Their traditions did not 
honor God at all because their 
hearts were far from him. 

What does God want from us this 
Christmas? Our hearts. Because, as 
Jesus goes on to explain, it is not dirt 
entering our bodies that makes us 
spiritually unclean, but it is òwhat 
comes out of a person is what defiles 
him.ó Traditions can never cover a 

ò Now, I doubt many of us would say our yearly 
Christmas traditions are on 
par with Scripture. Howev-
er, how we approach our 
own man-made traditions 
can help us gauge whether 
or not our hearts are near 
or far from God this Christ-

mas.  
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THIS MONTH’S 

HIGHLIGHTS 
¶ Monday 5th 7.30pm                 
Session (Eldersõ meeting) 

¶ Sunday 11th 9.30am 
Lordõs Supper  

¶ Sunday 11th 5.30pm Evening 
Fellowship, followed by 
shared supper. 

¶ Monday 12th 7.30pm                 
Board of Management 

¶ Sunday 18th 8.00pm Blue 
Lake Carols @ The Raillands 

¶ Saturday 24th 7.30pm - Car-
ols and Readings  

¶ Sunday 25th 9.30am        
Christmas Day Worship  

¶ Sunday 8th Jan 9.30am 
Lordõs Supper  

¶ Sunday 11th Jan 5.30pm 
Evening Fellowship, followed 
by shared supper. 
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When The King Comes To Stay... 
John Wilson, Moderator - General Presbyterian Church Of Australia 

he didnõt even walk on the roads he 
built. The King came and stayed a while, 
and Neno boasts of it today.  

I was preaching evangelistic messages at 
an open-air crusade in Kabwe, Zambia. 
There was great commotion this after-
noon: wailing of sirens, cheering crowds 
and hustle. Something was in the air. I 
couldnõt concentrate on the mission at 
all. The city of Kabwe had a visitor, ex-
President George W Bush had come to 
town to dedicate his health centre é on 
a site just a few urban plots from where 
we, the CCAP mission team were, and 
where I was trying to preach. It was the 
talk of town as well as in the hotel where 
we stayed that night. The Presidentõs visit 
to the village brought honour to Kabwe, 
fought off financial struggles for the cen-
tre (at least temporarily) and gave hope 
to all. Even though he was a foreignerõs 
ex-President and that he arrived via a 
massive Boeing called Air Force One 
that I found parked on the tarmac back 
in Lusaka and stayed for about a day! 
The King came and stayed a while and 
Kabwe boasts of it today 300, years after 
Christ, the Christian churches in Alexan-
dria were staggering in the wake of scan-
dalous fallout. One of the elders was 
preaching a belittling view of Jesus Christ 
and, getting under his skin, one of the 
young men of the church was rebutting 
him.   

Everywhere around us, in shopping cen-
tres, on city streets and lavishly decorated 
private homes, itõs unmistakably Christ-
mas. Itõs a season that brings change to 
our routine, sounds of summer sport, 
family meals and holidays. 

When Christmas fatigue sets in ð remem-
ber the King. When we begin to slip too 
easily into thinking itõs Groundhog Day ð 
remember the King who came to stay. 

During this last month have we ever spo-
ken so much about American politics? 
Whether President-elect Trump will make 
good on any of his promises remains to 
be seen. We certainly pray that he will do 
good, and not harm. But I reflect a mo-
ment on how certain past-Presidents do 
good in the world. 

I stayed in a remote village called Neno 
(a tortuous 2½ hrs drive from Blantyre 
Malawi), working at a Presbyterian girls 
school on behalf of the PCA. Former 
President Clinton had visited the month 
prior to my arrival, assisting with funding 
for much-needed road construction and 
the dedication of Neno Hospital exten-
sion. The buoyancy he caused was pal-
pable. The Presidentõs visit to the village 
brought honour to Neno, fought off fi-
nancial struggles (at least temporarily) 
and gave hope to all villagers. Even 
though he was a foreignerõs ex-President 
and that he arrived via helicopter and 
stayed for a whole hour! Yes, thatõs right, continued on page 8 

MGPC CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
at Allison St. 

7.30pm Christmas Eve - Service of Readings and Carols  

9.30am CHRISTMAS DAY 25th   

Offering for PresAid Australia  

Nelson: 9.30am (Vic. Time) CHRISTMAS DAY  
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Check out our 
church website  

mgpc.org.au  

 for regular postings of the  

Sunday bulletins  

and our monthly newsletter      
Connexions  

Also why not regularly 
visit Gary Wareõs blog: 

garyware.me  

 

BUDGET UPDATE 
October 2016  

Offerings & Donations         

Budget:  $22,310.00  

Received:  $17,259.87  

Deficit: ($5,050.13)  

YEAR TO DATE  
Offerings & Donations         

Budget YTD: $196,328.00  

Received YTD:  $179,451.38      

Surplus/Deficit:($16,876.62)  

Ian & Heather Touzelõs 

contact details  

Ian:  
M: 0401 364 775  
E: ian.touzel50@gmail.com  

Heather:  
M: 0414 567 927  
E: hmtouzel@gmail.com  

Address after August 1st:  
4 Avoca Ct  
West Wodonga  Vic  3690  

 Pray for our  

English as a  

Second Language ministry  
10am - 12.15pm every Friday  

during school term.  

From the Pastor | Gary Ware   
going and 
instead of 
saying 
ôGoodõ or 
ôBadõ I simply 
say ôAlongõ, 
thatõs why. 

+++  

M ark, Rachel and Emerson 
Lewis should arrive some-

where around New Year. 

That feels very good to type. 

There isnõt really any ôstarting 
pointõ to his work here like a spe-
cial service or anything like that. 
In the expectation that Mark will 
be appointed beyond 2017, at 
that time there would be a service 
of ordination and setting apart. 

So theyõll arrive, unpack and get 
going. By February weõll have 
some idea what weõre doing.  

Given that heõs been studying and 
training for six years or so I think 
Markõll be more than ready to get 
busy.  

What Iõd like is for there to be 
time and our expectation that 
theyõll be getting to know our 
town and seeking to form the re-
lationships that weõve been think-
ing about in Everyday Church. 

It isnõt the programs or activities 
that are produced that are the 
sign of a healthy church; itõs good 
relationships. 

So those of you who are not away 
during January: get started on 
those relationships. 

+++  

T hank you all for your fellow-
ship, friendship and encour-

agement. It means the world to 
me. A blessed Christmas to you 
all, and I look forward to continu-
ing our lives together next year. 

T hose of you who drive a lot 
probably know the feeling 

when youõre on a highway trip 
and, for one reason or another, 
you realise your fuel warning light 
is on. Maybe your car can even 
helpfully tell you that the number 
of kilometers left in the tank is a 
few less than the number of kilo-
meters to the next town. 

Thereõs a sense of minor celebra-
tion and relief when you finally 
make it to that next petrol station. 

Some years life feels like fuel 
warning light is flashing a lot 
sooner than others.  

The end of the year nears and you 
feel like youõre running on fumes 
and momentum. 

But when you arrive at the desti-
nation you forget how much fuel 
was left in the tank when you got 
there. So, farewell 2016, and hel-
lo 2017.  

2016 has been a satisfying year 
in so many ways.  

2016 has been a draining year in 
so many ways. 

And I know itõs been similar for 
many of you. God has shown His 
presence in so many ways. 

Iõm not going to run down a list of 
all the satisfying things, as if life 
has no problems (like those end 
of year letters that come tucked in 
Christmas cards). 

And Iõll spare you the list of chal-
lenging circumstances that can 
give the appearance of fishing for 
sympathy. 

Nor will I indulge in trying to total 
up one and the other to try and 
see if the end of year situation 
represents some form of emotion-
al win or loss. 

So, next time you ask how I am 

stress and decrease holiness in 
our family, or does it increase 
our joy in God and the rela-
tionships we have with those 
around us? 

¶ Does this tradition turn our 
hearts in thanksgiving to the 
God who made us and gave us 
all things through Christ? 

¶ Does this tradition help us to 
spread the love and joy of 
Christ and the gospel to fellow 
believers and to neighbors who 
donõt yet know Christ? If not, 
could it? 

¶ Do my familyõs cumulative tra-
ditions allow me time for serv-
ing and bringing joy to those in 
the church or neighborhood 
who are hurting, suffering loss, 
or lonely during this season? 

These questions helped our family 
have meaningful Christmases dur-
ing two years of transition. One 
year we didnõt have a tree or gifts 
to exchange because we were 
living out of suitcases preparing to 
live overseas for a season. The 
next Christmas, we didnõt deco-
rate the house or even make 
cookies, since we moved ten days 
before Christmas. 

During these years, the traditions 
that mattered really stood out: our 
weekly worship with our church 
family, our celebration of Jesus 
through reading Scripture and 
setting up a small Jesse tree, and 

heart that is dirty, or far from 
God. 

Now, I doubt many of us would 
say our yearly Christmas traditions 
are on par with Scripture. Howev-
er, how we approach our own 
man-made traditions can help us 
gauge whether or not our hearts 
are near or far from God this 
Christmas. 

When our traditions help our 
hearts to draw near to the living 
God, they are a tool functioning 
rightly. But when our traditions 
distract our hearts from the true 
purpose of Christmas - adoring 
Christ the Lord - then it is time to 
reevaluate and perhaps to repent. 

Evaluating Our Traditions 

So, if our primary goal at Christ-
mas time is to worship Christ from 
a pure heart, which traditions de-
serve to be kept or started? And 
which deserve to be trashed? 

Each family will need to determine 
what works best. Some complicat-
ed or time-consuming traditions 
may be worth keeping, if they in-
crease our joy in Christ and help 
us spread that joy to others. Per-
haps other traditions that we take 
for granted serve more as distrac-
tions. Here are the kinds of ques-
tions regarding our traditions that 
can help us to evaluate our hearts 
this Christmas. 

¶ Does this tradition help us to 
value Jesus as the Greatest Gift 
ever given, or does it turn our 
hearts toward seeking lesser 
gifts at the expense of celebrat-
ing the Giver? 

¶ Does this tradition cause us to 
spend an inordinate amount of 
time, energy, or money on our-
selves, and in doing so deplete 
our joy in Christ? 

¶ Does this tradition increase 

continued from page 12 

Keeping The Heart In Our Christmas Traditions  

singing Christmas hymns (our fa-
vorite being òJoy to the Worldó). 
Last year, we added two new tra-
ditions: a Christmas cookie open 
house for our neighbors and 
handmade gifts to pass out in 
person to friends. 

So, where is your heart this Christ-
mas? How full is the measure of 
your joy in the midst of this sea-
son that celebrates his birth? It 
may be time to abandon an old 
tradition, or add a new one that 
will help spread your love for and 
joy in the Greatest Gift. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kristin Tabb lives and serves with 
her husband Brian and their three 
children in the Twin Cities, where 
her husband teaches at Bethle-
hem College and Seminary.  

ò When our traditions 
help our hearts to 

draw near to the living 
God, they are a tool func-
tioning rightly. But when 
our traditions distract our 
hearts from the true pur-
pose of Christmas - ador-
ing Christ the Lord - then 
it is time to reevaluate 
and perhaps to repent. 
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A Narrow Definition of Grace 

When I think of the definition "by 
grace," I donõt want to look past 
what I think we often use as ru-
brics or quick statements of what 
grace is - itõs pardon, it is unmer-
ited favor. But the difficulty is if we 
start looking for a message of 
pardon or unmerited favor 
throughout the Scriptures, then 
weõre going to narrow to a few 
Pauline passages or an example 
of Jesus dying on the cross and 
say, "There is unmerited favor," 
and then we get to lots of other 
portions of Scripture and weõre 
not exactly sure what weõre look-
ing for. 

A Redemptive Message 

If we really believe the message of 
grace is unfolding throughout the 
scriptures from Genesis 3:15 for-
ward when God said, "Iõm going 
to put enmity, Iõm going to put 
this conflict between the seed of 
the woman and the seed of the 
serpent, and the seed of the wom-

an is ultimately going to crush the 
serpent," then everything else is a 
redemptive message: God unfold-
ing his grace for humanity 
throughout the Scriptures. And 
whatõs happening is not always 
this kind of direct statement of, 
"Hereõs my pardon for your sin," 
or, "Hereõs the atoning message 
of my Son to come." Rather, what 
God is doing is he is showing 
consistently how he provides for 
people who cannot provide for 
themselves. 

Itõs that seed message of grace 
that is planted and then begins to 
flourish throughout the Old Testa-
ment and comes to full manifest 
flower in Jesus Christ. What weõre 
looking for when weõre looking 
for grace is how God is providing 
for people who cannot provide for 
themselves. So when God is giv-
ing food to the hungry, when he is 
giving rest to the weary, strength 
to the weak, victory to those who 
shouldnõt have victory at all, par-
don to those who are sinful, faith-
fulness to the unfaithfulñall of 
these are means by which Godõs 
grace is on display and unfolding 
ever more fully throughout the 
Bible until it culminates in Jesus 
Christ. 

So if you have prayed for repent-
ance for some particular sin, and 
there has been no instantaneous 
change, keep praying. God has 
promised to work, and He will. 
And you will be glad in the end 
that He did it slowly and carefully. 

 

The sin has been admitted. The 
slips and falls have gotten fewer. 
But there seems to be little pro-
gress. We seem to be dead in the 
water. At that point, we are in the 
turn. Speed will pick up. Godli-
ness will grow. But it will do so 
slowly, as God patiently works 
with us. 

Benjamin Shaw is Associate Pro-
fessor of Hebrew and Old Testa-
ment at Greenville Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary.  

Source: 
http://www.ligonier.org/blog/illust
ration-repentance/ 

continued from page 9 

An Illustration of  Repentance  

What Is Grace?  
Bryan Chapell 

Ultimately, grace is God provid-
ing for people who cannot pro-
vide for themselves. 
 

Bryan Chapell is the senior pastor 
of Grace Presbyterian Church 
(PCA) in Peoria, Illinois. He is also 
the host of a daily half-hour radio 
Bible teaching program, Unlim-
ited Grace, and the founder and 
chairman of Unlimited Grace Me-
dia (unlimitedgrace.com). Bryan 
previously served as the president 
of Covenant Theological Semi-
nary in St. Louis, Missouri, and is 
the author of a number of books, 
including the soon to be released 
Unlimited Grace: The Heart 
Chemistry That Frees from Sin and 
Fuels the Christian Life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Source: 

https://www.crossway.org/blog/2
016/10/what -is-grace/ 
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October 2016 

Income:            $18,596.67 

Includes: 
Offerings                   $17,259.87 
   =$3,451.97 per week  
  (budget: $4,462.00 per week) 
Other receipts $0.00 
Co-support $500.00                     
Int. Gen/Acc & O/L Saver $0.76 
Investment interest $29.47 
Investment DIVD/DISTR  $806.57 
  

Expenditure:            $14,233.48 

Finance  
& Administration    $5,524.40 
Includes:  
Advertising 64.82 
Computer Software 158.95 
Fees 207.01 
L.B. Pitt 822.00 
Printing & Stationery           40.23 
Rep. & maint. -  Manse 3,588.99 
Telephone 242.85 
Travel expenses 325.00 

Mission  
& Ministry        $8,709.08 
Includes: 
Biblical Training 35.53 
Care ministries 27.27 
Missions  1,000.00 
Youth Ministry 180.40 
Other 400.00 
Pastorsô stipends/costs 6,992.06 

Surp./Deficit for October   4,363.19 

YTD surplus/deficit: 9,124.36  

2016 budget deficit: (11,047.00) 

Bequests & Property Sales                    

Receipts:  

Interest 29.47 

Dividend income 806.57 

Payments:  

Expenses         60.70 

Income Year to date       $20,326.17  

Financial Update & 
Board Report 

Direct Giving 
If you wish to give using direct credit-
ing from your bank account  rather 
than cash, this churchôs account de-
tails are:  
Bank: Commonwealth Bank  
Branch: Mount Gambier 
Mount Gambier Presbyterian Charge  
BSB: 065 504 
Account no: 00900574 

Another busy and eventful year 
has almost gone and we can look 
back on it with thankfulness to 
God for His faithfulness to us. 

As we reflect on the year almost 
gone we are mindful of Godõs 
providence. The door closed on 
11 years of faithful and fruitful 
ministry by Ian and Heather Tou-
zel when they retired back in April 
and we wondered how we could 
possibly carry on the amount of 
work they were doing after they 
left. But praise be to God, the 
transition was quite smooth and 
most of the work that was being 
done by them has carried on and 
continues to bear fruit. 

And then of course, we were 
faced with the task of finding a 
replacement for Ian, and to say 
this has gone smoothly would be 
an understatement. Due to Godõs 
providence we have been amazed 
at how smoothly this has gone 
with Mark Lewis being appointed 
to us in 2017. And in thanking 
God for His faithfulness to us, we 
also thank Gary and our friends 
in Queensland for the hard yards 
that were put in to secure Markõs 

conneX ions  

Session News 
appointment. We look forward to 
the arrival of Mark, Rachel and 
Emmerson in the New Year as 
they join us in ministry together. 

We reflect also on the great steps 
forward that have been taken in 
our partnership with our brothers 
and sisters at Highfields Reformed 
Church in Zimbabwe and the 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church 
of East Timor. We have experi-
enced an enormous privilege in 
supporting Highfields with much 
needed financial assistance and 
the church in East Timor with the 
supply of a computer and printer. 

And as we reflect on Godõs good-
ness to us during 2016 it is with 
anticipation and expectation that 
we look forward to even greater 
things in 2017 as we embark on 
another year of ministry to and 
with one another. 

We would like to thank everyone 
for their support and encourage-
ment during the year. You all 
make the work of ministry in this 
place such a joy. Thank you one 
and all. We pray that our Lord will 
bless you richly over the Christ-
mas season and into the New 
Year.  

Alan Fox. 

Board of Management Update  
Board of Management are in con-
sultation with the Lewises and the 
Church Office in Queensland 
about removal plans. 

Local firm Duells have provided a 
great quote. 

After some toing and froing we 
finally found a painter who was 
prepared to come and paint the 
inside of the manse. Walls and 
ceilings are being done and 
should be just about finished as 
you read this. 

Measurements for new carpets 
throughout the house have been 

taken and subject to a choice of 
carpet it is planned that work will 
be done before Christmas. 

Recently Mr Wayne Knapp, Safety 
Administration Officer from the 
QLD Church, inspected our prop-
erty and indicated his warm ap-
proval for safety standards here. 

Acting on a suggestion by Wayne 
a book has been placed in the 
foyer that you can write any 
maintenance or safety items that 
need attention that you observe at 
MGPC. The book will referenced 
each Board meeting.  
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itself is immense, taking him quite 
a distance from his intended 
course. Then again it also takes a 
large amount of time to get up to 
full speed in the new direction. 

Now apply the images to repent-
ance. Some sins are small and 
easy. We stop and walk the other 
way. Some sins, like the bicycle, 
are a little more difficult. In Godõs 
work in the believer, He takes a 
little time to bring the believer to 
an awareness that his course is 
actually a sinful one. Then there is 
the process of coming to a stop, 
the process of the turn itself, and 
the process of getting up to speed 
in faithfulness. But some sins are 
enormous. We may not be aware 
that they really are sins. Or they 
may be so deeply ingrained in us 
that we are not willing, at first, to 
recognize them as sins. God works 
patiently with us, carefully slowing 
us down, as the captain does with 
the ship, so that He can bring us 
through the turn and into the new 
direction, where He can bring us 
up to full speed. 

There are two things that I find 
helpful about this illustration. First 
is the fact that God does not work 
repentance in us instantaneously, 
but over time. So the awareness of 
sin and the desire to change come 
gradually. God brings us, as it 
were, to a full stop slowly and 
carefully. So there are going to be 
many slips and falls on the way to 
that stopping point. The second 
thing has to do with the turning 
itself. In the image of the ship turn-
ing, there is a long time when the 
ship is neither on the old course, 
nor on the new course but, as it 
were, dead in the water. So it may 
well be in the life of the Christian. 

have a sense of what repentance 
look like when God is working re-
pentance in us. 

Perhaps an illustration will help. 
Imagine repentance as a man 
walking in one direction who sud-
denly realizes that he is walking in 
the opposite direction from which 
he should be walking. He stops. 
He turns around. Then he begins 
walking in the new direction. It is a 
quick and simple process. He real-
izes. He stops. He turns. But imag-
ine someone on a bicycle realizing 
he is going the wrong direction. In 
one sense, it is still obvious. He 
stops. He turns around. He begins 
bicycling in the new direction. But it 
is a longer process. He has to 
come to a stop. Depending on his 
speed, that may take some time. 
The turning around also takes 
longer. And it takes longer to get 
up to full speed in the new direc-
tion. The process is the same for a 
man in a car. But it takes longer 
than for the man on the bike, and 
it may require going somewhat out 

of his way before he gets back on 
the right track. The process is the 
same for a man in a speed boat. 
He has to slow down, enter the 
turn, and come back. But the time 
and distance required to do so is 
much longer than what was re-
quired for the man walking. Now 
imagine that the man is piloting a 
supertanker. It takes him miles to 
slow the ship down enough to even 
begin to make the turn. The turn 

T he Westminster Shorter Cat-
echism has an excellent def-

inition of repentance in Ques-
tion 87: òRepentance unto life is 
a saving grace, whereby a sin-
ner, out of a true sense of his 
sin, and apprehension of the 
mercy of God in Christ, doth, 
with grief and hatred of his sin, 
turn from it unto God, with full 
purpose of, and endeavour af-
ter, new obedience.ó 

In the heat of the Christian life, 
however, that definition may 
seem more theoretical than 
practical, not particularly helpful 
when seeking to live a life of 
repentance (See the first of Mar-
tin Lutherõs 95 Theses: When 
our Lord and Master Jesus 
Christ said, òRepentó (Mt 4:17), 
He willed the entire life of be-
lievers to be one of repentance.) 
We recognize that repentance is 
a grace. That is, it is a gift from 
God. It is not something we 
work up for ourselves. It is not 
turning over a new leaf. It is a 
turning away from sin and a 
turning to God that is fueled, as 
it were, by the Spirit of God at 
work within us. 

We all recognize that the first 
act of repentance is only the 
beginning. We recognize that 
sins must be mortified. We rec-
ognize that there is the problem 
of indwelling sin in the life of 
the believer. But I suspect that 
we donõt often attach repent-
ance to these things. In part, 
this may be because we do not 

ò The 500-year com-
memoration of Lu-

therõs Ninety-Five The-
ses is seizing public at-
tention, and, more than 
any other subject, justifi-
cation is in the limelight. 

An Illustration of  Repentance  
Benjamin Shaw 

continued on page 8 
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the power of death ð that is the 
devil ð and free those who all their 
lives were held in slavery by their 
fear of death.ó (Hebrews 2:14,15) 

Hear this word from the Lord, es-
pecially if you are troubled by fear 
ð Jesus has come to share in your 
humanity é so that you may find 
liberty from fear. 

The King has come to his own 
creation. Athanasius reminds us 
that it is the same agent who cre-
ated the world as the one who 
came into the world. Creation 
and salvation are inextricably 
linked, as the Father has em-
ployed the same Agent for both 
works. 

We belong to a great family of 
churches. On 25 December over 
600 Presbyterian congregations 
across Australia will be celebrat-
ing this theme. Imagine, in a few 
weeks time, IF each PCA congre-
gation is likely to welcome just 5 
visitors, thatõs three thousand visi-
tors hearing about God who 
came and took on human nature 
for us and our salvation. 

Spend a moment in prayer ð right 
now, as you read this ð for Aussie 
souls who need to hear and need 
to believe in the Saviour who has 
come. Pray for your neighbour. 
Pray for your unsaved family 
member who might be moved this 
Christmas to come and hear the 
message your pastor brings. Pray 
for your pastor that he will be in-
spired, strengthened and empow-
ered by the Spirit. Pray for the 
PCA that we might be spiritually 
renewed and refreshed in the 
grace of God. 

The Christmas message reminds 
us that God desires to be with us 
because he made us. He became 
man for us and for our salvation. 
The immortal became mortal to 
raise us mortals to immortality. 

I commend to you the reading of 
Hebrews 2:14 ð 18. 

I speak of Arius who was gaining 
the popular voice with his dimin-
ished view of Jesus as a created 
being and a young defender of 
the faith: Athanasius. With unusu-
al maturity, the 25-year old Atha-
nasius wrote a masterpiece called 
òOn the Incarnation of the Wordó 
which remains so fresh that itõs 
well worth a read today.  

Brave and faithful Athanasius an-
swers the question òWhatõs the 
true meaning of Christmas?ó 
Well, of course, he didnõt phrase 
the question that way, he actually 
asked: òWhy the Incarnation?ó 
And, in his answer, he says: Re-
member the King who came to 
stay. 

Picture the incarnation of Christ, 
Athanasius says, as if itõs like a 
great king entering a city and 
staying in one of the houses. The 
city is held in high regard by oth-
ers, and its enemies no longer 
attack, all because of the kingõs 
residence in a single house. So it 
is with King Jesus. 

Inexplicably God desires to be 
with the people he created. In the 
beginning God walked daily with 
our first parents Adam and Eve in 
the garden. The fall changed that 
when Adam and Eve decided they 
did not want to have anything to 
with God. 

But God did not give up. In faith-
fulness, he appeared often and 
ministered to Abraham, Moses 
and David (to name just a few). 
He spoke frequently with mankind 
through the voice of prophets. 

Finally, Jesus came. God in the 
flesh. God on earth. God walking 
among the very people who kept 
turning on him. He came to our 
world, and made his home in one 
body among his fellow people. As 
a consequence, the enemy of 

mankind is beaten off, and the 
corruption of death is finished. 
The human race would have gone 
to ruin, if the Lord and Saviour of 
all, the Son of God, had not 
come among us to meet the end 
of death. 

When a king settles in a city, if it 
is attacked by the enemy, he cer-
tainly doesnõt neglect it, but 
avenges and reclaims it, for the 
sake of his own honour. How 
much more did God refuse to let 
mankind, his handiwork, go to 
corruption. At the core of the 
Christmas story is the idea of in-
carnation. Incarnation literally 
means òtaking on fleshó and 
when we use it about Jesus weõre 
speaking about the most scandal-
ous and wonderful event of all 
history: God becoming a man. 

When Jesus was born he learned 
to walk as a little boy, he learned 
to read, he played tag, he skinned 
his knees, he had his favorite 
meal on his birthday, he built his 
first table and was pleased to see 
Joseph proud of him, he laughed 
deep and hard, he wept at the 
grave of his friend. These things 
now become a way we can relate 
to God. All of human life can 
once again connect to God, be-
cause he has connected himself 
irrevocably to human life. He has 
taken humanity on himself and 
transformed it. 

God affirms this is Scripture when 
he says: òSince the children have 
flesh and blood, he too shared in 
their humanity so that by his death 
he might destroy him who holds 

continued from page 1 

When The King Comes To Stay... 

ò òWhy the Incarnation?ó 
And, in his answer, 
Athanasius says:  

Remember the King who 
came to stay. 
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Before the Throne of God Above  

Please pray for:  

Margaret Ware, Jeff and Jill Dix-
on, Muriel Clark, Ivy Fox, Stepha-
nie Fox, Nancy Bonney 

Continue to uphold our 
church mission partners:  

¶ Para Hills Presbyterian Church 
(Pastor Damien & Kelly Car-
son.) 

¶ School Christian Pastoral Sup-
port Workers in the Mount 
Gambier region. 

¶ APWM national office: Kevin 
Murray (National Director). 

¶ ôMõ serving in west Asia 

¶ David & Gae McDonald, Flynn 
Patrol, PIM; transitioning to 
NSW. 

¶ Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church of Timor Leste: Samaria 
congregation.  

¶ Highfield Reformed Church, 
Harare, Zambabwe. 

Also intercede for:  

¶ The salvation of many people 
in Mount Gambier, including 
unsaved family members, 
friends and work colleagues. 

¶ Mark, Rachel & Emerson Lewis 
as they farewell friends and 
family and move to Mount 
Gambier 

¶ The Conversational English as 
a Second Language ministry. 

¶ Commonwealth  government: 
Prime Minister Malcolm Turn-
bull; Leader of the Opposition: 
Bill Shorten. 

¶ City of Mount Gambier (Mayor 
Andrew Lee); District Council of 
Grant (Mayor Richard Sage). 

¶ Defence and police forces. 

¶ Converge International chap-
lain Fran Mulraney  

¶ Jubilee Christian Center (Errol 
& Gwen Carson; Mark & Tara 
Hann) 

Come and pray for the        
honouring of God’s name and 

the salvation of people in Mount 
Gambier… 

Weekly                            
Church Prayer Meeting  

7.30 every Wednesday  
 

also during  
Evening Fellowship 

5.30pm every Sunday  

 

Pray for MGPCõs  
 

English As A  

Second Language Ministry  
 

10am - 12.15pm every Friday  

during school term.  

6 conneX ions  

Book of the Month 

What Grieving People 
Wish You Knew  
about What Really Helps  
(and What Really Hurts) 
| Nancy Guthrie 

When someone we love is grieving, 
we want to be there. But it's easy to 
feel paralyzed, worried that we might 
say or do the wrong thing. Nancy 
Guthrie has personal experience 
dealing with pain and knows what 
words of encouragement are helpful and what words 
are harmful. Drawing from her own life experiences-
including the loss of two young children-Guthrie has 
written this helpful resource for Christians who want to 
be better friends to those who are suffering. Practical 
and down-to-earth, this book includes examples and 

helpful tips from real grieving people 
who have been helped (and hurt) by 
friends who meant well, equipping 
readers to come alongside and com-
fort loved ones who are hurting.  

òMost of us struggle with what to say 
and how to help when interacting with 
a person who is grieving. This wonder-
ful book will help you be more com-
fortable ministering after a death be-
cause youõll better understand what 
your family member or friend needs 
most. I read this book on an airplane, 

headed for a funeral. I learned helpful things that I 
was able to use immediately.ó 

Steve Grissom, Founder, GriefShare   

Available from www.koorong.com for $16.99 plus 
p+p.  

From Pastor Isaac Pandasvika: 

Dear Friends, at Mount Gambier Presbyterian 

Greetings From Harare 

This short narrative is to share with you some of the 
events which have recently taken place in Highfield. 
We are nearing the end of 2016 and we are trying 
our best to keep to the church calendar so that we 
donõt skip any of the major church activities ear-
marked for spiritual nourishment of believers. This 
previous Sunday, 30 October 2016, we commemo-
rated Reformation Day. The function was hosted at 
Presbytery level. Five congregations within our area 
came together to celebrate Reformation Day. The 
event was carried out at a place called Budiriro. 
Over 800 people from different locations came for 
the event.  

First on the program was a Reformation topic titled, 
ôReformation, Then And Nowõ. The presenter narrat-
ed how the Reformation started and the reforms that 

were effected. The topic was so interesting noting 
that Martin Luther nailed ninety-five thesis on the 
church door at Wittenberg in Germany. His teach-
ings were embraced by other reformers like Zwingli, 
Jonh Calvin and many others. We realized our sys-
tem of Presbyterian church governance is Refor-
mation based. The topic was interesting but also 
challenging us to continue with Reforms. We realized 
we still need to reform in so many areas of our lives. 
The church should expand in areas of evangelism 
then social, political and economic justice. 

Lastly was the scripture reading from 2 Corinthians 
4:16-18. Paul reflected on the hardships which he 
faced and also explained how he was equally re-
formed and refined by these hardships. The theme 
for the message was.  òTRUE TRANSFORMATION IS 
FROM WITHINó 

As a congregation we are 
working very hard to survive 
the drought coupled with wa-
ter and food shortages. The 
water levels in most of the ma-
jor dams are on critical level. 
The economy continues to go 
down  with most people be-
coming economic refugees as 
they flock to neighbouring 
South Africa in search of em-
ployment. 

May The Lord Be with you all. 

Isaac Pandasvika /  

Highfield congregation 

Mission News
 

local | national | international

Scott & Rachael Litchfield,  
Interserve Australia  

Scott and Rachael Litchfield were at a number of 
meetings from November 26-29, with Scott preach-
ing on Sunday, November 27. 

Scott and Rachael have been involved in cross-
cultural ministry for over 25 years in Australia, Thai-
land and Cambodia. Their two sons, Tennyson and 
Elliot, are at University in Adelaide after having 
grown up in Thailand and Cambodia. They now 
serve together within the Interserve Australia Nation-

al Office as Personnel Directors. In this role they 
lead the Personnel Team to support existing Inter-
serve Partners and On Trackers. òWe feel called to 
invest in the next generation of mission workers as 
they engage in 
life and ministry 
across cultures at 
a time when our 
world is increas-
ingly complex 
and interconnect-
ed.ó  

Report From Highfields,  

Zimbabwe  
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